
Shirenewton Primary School 
PTA AGM 21st September 2018, 6.30pm. 

Shirenewton School. 
 

 

Present: Sarah Trim, Sarah Denne, Sarah Burbidge, Jill Mitchell, Bren Southway,  Hazel 

Thorpe, 

Apologies - Natascha Jones & Jeni Harper 

 

Sarah D as chair opened the meeting with her yearly report. 

 

● Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has helped us make this another great 

year. 

We had a great selection of events again this year. 

● We brought back the fashion show in March which was another great success. 

However, as we have now done this event at the same time of year twice, it would 

be my recommendation to try in the autumn to have a different season of clothes. 

● Quingo (a mixture of quiz and bingo) was well attended and great fun. People 

actually loved the bingo but the quiz pulled in more people who didn't think bingo 

would be for them. 

● Our Summer fayre and hog roast were both successful events but both raised less 

money than the previous year. I would say that the main reason for this is the 

weather, as although we have had one of the best summers on record, 

unfortunately, the rain came on both of these events! Also, with the hog roast, our 

expenses went up considerably on last year. 

● Our PTA refreshments are still a welcome addition to most school events, such as 

concerts and sports days. This year we tried some new things like strawberries and 

cream at sports day. 

● The cinema after school is a good event for the autumn/winter. More helpers would 

make the event run more smoothly as we have had to manage with only 2 adults! 

● Our school discos continue to be very popular with the children. I have already been 

asked when the next disco is so it would be great to get some dates in the diary. 

● We've continued to make good money from second hand books and clothing. I 
would recommend to continue with the book scanning companies like 'We Buy 

Books' and 'Ziffit' and having a designated person on the book stall to sell each book 

rather than an unmanned 'fill a bag'. Also, last year we earned great money from the 

Rags 2 Riches 4 Schools. We need to get the dates in the diary for this coming year as 

this is one of the easiest ways to earn money. 

● Finally, in the summer we started to sell second hand uniform more proactively. 

Rather than just doing stalls at our events we have been selling on Facebook by 



listing available sizes for a fixed price. In a couple of weeks we got £10. We can 

develop this further which we can discuss going forward. 

● It has now been over one year since we won £2000 from the Tesco Bags for Help 

scheme. As I have compiled the completion report, we are now able to apply again 

for something new. 

Action - Set a date for all upcoming events 

 

So, where has the money gone?! On top of the Christmas presents, year 6 leavers' books, 
chalet donation and annual wish list (which I believe included sports equipment, scooters 

and technology) our biggest donation to school this year was for My Book Blog. This is an 

online resource which supports and encourages children to read with activities to ensure 

comprehension. The PTA paid for the subscription and some of the books. 

Also, thanks to money raised by the PTA, foundation phase started the new school year with 

a Learning Street to introduce the 'people who help us' topic. They were able to be police, 

doctors, hairdressers and palaeontologists and be fully immersed in imaginative play. 

You will see that we have again made a big difference to the school budget with gifts, 

educational and fun experiences.  
 

Many of our events don't cost a lot of money to run but do take time and people power and 

we wouldn't be able to do it without the support of our regular volunteers. We've managed 

this year with very little volunteers. 

● Thank you to Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Burbidge. They are with us at every event - 

running the bar, being quiz master - and regularly attend our meetings which makes 

event ideas and date setting a lot easier. 

● As always, we need to thank Phil, Alison and Lucy at The Huntsman Hotel for their 

support of our events. Also, with all our rainy events we have made good use of the 

lovely marquees purchased by them last year. 

● Paula Siddall has yet again been busy this year asking local companies for raffle 

donations. We have spread the donations she received between summer fayre, hog 

roast and Christmas fayre. The quantity of prizes was so successful again this year 

that we didn't need to use our money for a cash raffle prize which directly added to 

our profit. Paula is always available to help at events, especially making 

refreshments. 

● Our committee is very small so I need to give special thanks to Sarah Trim and Hazel 

Thorpe. 

● Sarah T never misses a meeting and keeps us on track with what we have to do. Matt 

Trim also helps out whenever he can and this year wrote the quiz questions for our 

Quingo night. 

Finally, Hazel has been our Treasurer for 3 years but has decided not to put herself forward 

for re-election this year. As well as the money side, Hazel has been an important member of 



the team and the link with the village. It is a great shame that she is standing down but I'm 

sure she will still help out - especially as she is a seasoned professional at modelling now! 

 

● Sarah D and her family were also thanked for bringing all the events together. 

 

Hazel as treasurer gave her report. 

Please see attachment. 

 

All the committee stepped down. 

Hazel was given a thank you gift. 

Sarah D was re elected as chair & Sarah T was re elected as secretary the position of 

treasurer remains. 

It was proposed that Bren becomes communications officer. 

Bren accepted. 

Action - Bren to set up a donate button through facebook & to set up a PTA twitter account. 

Hazel has agreed to continue liasing with the village when needed. 

Action - To advertise for a treasurer otherwise PTA cannot function. 

Action - To personally ask people if they'd take on the treasurers role. 

Action - Hazel to liase with new treasurer and do a hand over; of information, email and 

facebook admin. 

 

Items of Business -  

 

Fun Run -- Cancelled 

Due to Berna  the organiser being unavailable for both dates set. 

 

Pumpkins for Foundation Phase 

Mrs Humphries has requested PTA fund pumpkins for a FP activity. 

Tescos have donated £10 

Action - Sarah D to ask other local farm shops/ supermarkets if they’d be able to donate as 

well. 

 

My Art Project Christmas Cards 

Christmas cards have arrived. 

Christmas cards have been made. 

Action - Sarah D to ensure they have all been made. 

Action - Sarah T to collect 28th September and return. 

 

Christmas Trees 

Tim Miles has offered to sell PTA christmas trees at a cost price. 



PTA agreed on the idea.  

Order form will be devised stating size and price. 

To be ordered in advance. 

To be paid for in advance. 

Collected at the school fayre. 

KS2 will combine their christmas wreath making. 

Action - Sarah T to discuss with TIm deadlines and prices. 

 

Developing schools garden  

PTA agreed to fund 

 

AOB 

 

● Suggested that Shirenewton village community will give grants. 

● School lottery - £25,000 jackpot. £1 per player 40% of ticket sales to school. 

Permanent gambling license. 

Lottery returns would need to be carried out 

Action - Jeni to sign the school up to try. 

● Yellow moon / give as you live has earned £12.21 this year. 

● Ink cartridges/phone collecting to raise money. 

Action - Eco committee to research takeback ltd 

 

 

Carried forward -  

 

Tesco Bags of help 

It is a year since we won £2000 from Tescos token scheme. We can therefore re apply. 

The completion statement has been completed over the summer. 

Action - Jill and Sarah B to discuss what we are funding for. 

 

Christmas fayre - Saturday 8th December 

Stalls already enquiring. 

Shirenewton market to be invited. 

Donnas Bows booked. 

 

● Pebbles - Area Finished 

Action - Sarah D to organise a thank you and take photographs, addressed to Homebase 

manager Richie. 

● Beetle drive.  

● Shirenewton 800 



Shirenewton church will be 800 years old next year. It has been suggested by Janet Horton 

that a survey goes out to parents to see what community activities they would like. 

Surveys have gone out in the village. 

 

PTA meetings - Discussed starting earlier and changing the days to encourage more parents 

to attend. 

Action - Sarah B to schoop a questionnaire to find a suitable day. 

 

Date of next meeting to be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


